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THEN WENT IN ALsb^ TJttAT O^iSElrMfesCIPLE." — 

JOHN. XX. 8. - •" V / * ^- '■ 

... .^^/ 

In this slight touch oi^tum-of histor]^ is 
opened to us, if we can scan it closely, one of 
the most serious and fruitful chapters of Chris- 
tian doctrine. Thus it is that men are ever 
touching unconsciously the springs of motion 
in each other ; thus it is that one man, with- 
out thought or intention, or even a conscious- 
ness of the fact, is ever leading some other after 
him. Little does Peter think, as he comes up 
where his doubting brother is looking into the 
sepulchre, and goes sttai^\i\.\Tx,^\fex\^^^'^'«^- 
liar manner 9 that lie is diaWiEL^ mVv^ \s^QSiaKt 
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apostle after him. As little does John think, 
when he loses his misgivings, and goes into 
the sepulchre after Peter, that he is following 
his brother. And just so, unawares to him- 
self, is every man, the whole race through, 
laying hold of his fellow-man, to lead him 
where otherwise he would not go. We over- 
run the boundaries of our personality — we 
flow together. A Peter leads a John, a John 
goes after a Peter, both of them unconscious 
of any influence exercised or received. And 
thus our life and conduct are ever propagating 
themselves, by a law of social contagion, 
throughout the circi<i^ and time in which we 
live. 

There are, then, you will perceive, two sorts 
of influence belonging to man ; that which is 
active or volimtary, and that which is uncon- 
scious ; — that which we exert purposely, or in 
the endeavour to sway another, as by teaching, 
by argument, by persuasion, by threatenings, 
by offers, and promises, — and that which flows 
out from us unawares to ourselves, the same 
rrhich Peter had over John when he led him 
-tt?/^ the sepulchre. The impoxtaive^ ^l o\n 



efforts to do good, that is our voluntary influ- 
ence ; and the sacred obligation we are under 
to exert ourselves in this way, are often and 
seriously insisted on. It is thus that Chris- 
tianity has become, in the present age, a prin- 
ciple of so much greater activity than it has 
been for many centuries before ; and we fer- 
vently hope, that it will yet become far more 
active than it now is, nor cease to multiply its 
industry, till it is seen by all mankind to em- 
body the beneficence and the living energy of 
Christ himself. 

But there needs to be produced, at the same 
time, and partly for this object, a more 
thorough appreciation of the relative import- 
ance of that kind of influence or beneficence 
which is insensibly exerted. The tremendous 
weight and efficacy of this, compared with the 
other, and the sacred responsibility laid upon 
us in regard to this, are felt in no such degree 
or proportion as they should be ; and the con- 
sequent loss we suffer in character, as well as 
that which the church suffers in beauty and 
strength, is incalculable. The xcisst^ ^\s«6a.^ 
too, needs to be laid oti t\i\^ «v3\>\ei^^. ^'^ \siaes^- 



sible influence, because it is insensible, be- 
cause it is out of mind, and, when we seek to 
trace it, it is not easily discovered. 

If the doubt occur to any of you, in the an- 
nouncement of this subject, whether we are 
properly responsible for an influence which 
we exert insensibly ; we are not, I reply, ex- 
cept so far as this influence flows directly 
from our character and conduct. And this it 
does, even much more uniformly than our ac- 
tive influence. In the latter, we may fail of 
our end by a want of wisdom or skill ; in 
which case we are still as meritorious, in God's 
sight, as if we succeeded. So, again, we may 
really succeed, and do great good by our active 
endeavours, from motives altogether base and 
hypocritical, in which case we are as evil in 
God's sight as if we had failed. But the in- 
fluences we exert unconsciously will scarcely 
ever disagree with our real character. They 
are honest influences, following our character 
as the shadow follows the sun ; and, therefore, 
we are much more certainly responsible for 
them and their effects on the world. They 
ffo streaming from us in all diiec\,\OTi^,\)sic>\x^ 



in channels that we do not see, poisoning or 
healing around the roots of society and among 
the hidden wells of character. If good our- 
selves, they are good ; if bad, they are bad. 
And, since they reflect so exactly our cha- 
racter, it is impossible to doubt our responsi- 
bility for their effects on the world. We must 
answer not only for what we do with a pur- 
pose, but for the influence we exert insensibly. 
To give you any just impressions of the 
breadth and seriousness of such a reckoning I 
know to be impossible. No mind can trace 
it. But it will be something gained, if I am 
able to awaken only a suspicion of the vast 
extent and moment of those influences which 
are ever flowing out unbidden upon society, 
from your life and character. 

In the prosecution of my design, let me 
ask of you, first of all, to expel the common 
prejudice that there can be nothing of conse- 
quence in unconscious influences, because 
they make no report and fall on the world un- 
observed. Histories and biographies make 
little account of the power men exert i\Nsaei\isv- 
hljr over each other. T\ie^ \.^\i\xa^ xftfcTL\va:^^ 
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led armies, established empires, enacted laws, 
gained causes, sung, reasoned, and taught ; — 
always occupied in setting forth what they do 
with a purpose. But what they do without a 
purpose, the streams of influence that flow 
out from their persons unbidden on the world, 
they cannot trace or compute, and seldom 
even mention. So also the public laws make 
men responsible only for what they do with a 
positive purpose, and take no account of the 
mischiefs or benefits that are communicated 
by their noxious or healthful example. The 
same is true in the discipline of families, 
churches, and schools ; they make no account 
of the things we do except we will them. 
What we do insensibly passes for nothing, be- 
cause no human government can trace such 
influences with sufficient certainty to make 
authors responsible. 

But you must not conclude that influences 
of this kind are insignificant, because they are 
unnoticed or noiseless. How is it in the na- 
tural world ? Behind the mere show, the out- 
ward noise and stir of the world, nature 
always conceals her hand of contioxxi, axv^ ^^ 
^w» bjr which she rules. W^io e\ex «>^vi 



with the eye, for example, or heard with the 
ear, the exertions of that tremendous astro- 
nomic force, which every moment holds the 
compact of the physical universe together? 
The lightning is, in fact, but a mere fire-fly 
spark in comparison ; but because it glares on 
the cloud, and thunders so terribly in the ear, 
and rives the tree or the rock where it falls, 
many will be ready to think that it is a vastly 
more potent agent than gravity. 

The bible calls the good man's life a light, 
and it is the nature of light to flow out spon- 
taneously in all directions, and fill the world 
unconsciously with its beams. So the Chris- 
tian shines, I would say, not so much because 
he will, as because he is a limiinous object. 
Not that the active influence of Christians is 
made of no accoimt in the figure, but only 
that this symbol of light has its propriety, in 
the fact that their unconscious influence is the 
chief influence, and has the precedence in its 
power over the world. And yet there are 
many who will be ready to think that light is 
a very tame and feeble m«tt\3aaaT^. \i^^5w»s«k'^ 
18 noiseleas. An eaxtliqaaliLe, i<()X «i.«sc^^-»^^ 



10 

to them a much more vigorous and effective 
agency. Hear how it comes thundering 
through the solid foundations of nature. It 
rocks a whole continent. The noblest works 
of man, cities, monuments and temples, are in 
a moment levelled to the ground, or swal- 
lowed down the opening gulfs of fire. Little 
do they think that the light of every morning, 
the soft and genial and silent light is an agent 
many times more powerful. But let the light 
of morning cease and return no more ; let the 
hour of morning come and bring with it no 
dawn ; the outcries of a horror-stricken world 
fill the air, and make, as it were, the darkness 
audible. The beasts go wild and frantic at 
the loss of the sun. The vegetable growths 
turn pale and die. A chill creeps on, and 
&osty winds begin to howl across the freezing 
earth. Colder, and yet colder, is the night. 
The vital blood, at length, of all creatures 
stops congealed. Down goes the frost to- 
wards the earth's centre. The heart of the 
sea is frozen ; nay, the earthquakes are them- 
selves frozen in under their fiery caverns. 
^Me verjr globe itself, too, and aW. \)Sqi^ i^^o^ 
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planets that have lost their sun are become 
mere balls of ice, swinging silent in the dark- 
ness. Such is the light which revisits us in 
the silence of the morning. It makes no 
shock or scar. It would not wake an infant 
in his cradle. And yet it perpetually new 
creates the world, rescuing it, each morning, 
as a prey from night and chaos. So the 
Christian is a light, even '' the light of the 
world," and we must not think that because 
he shines insensibly or silently, as a mere lu- 
minous object, he is therefore powerless. The 
greatest powers are ever those which lie back 
of the little stirs and commotions of nature ; 
and I venly believe, that the insensible influ- 
ences of good men are as much more potent 
than what I have called their voluntary or 
active, as the great silent powers of nature are 
of greater consequence than her little distur- 
bances and tumults. The law of human in- 
fluence is deeper than many suspect, and they 
lose sight of it altogether. The outward en- 
deavours made by good men or bad to sway 
others, they call their influence \ vrhax^^A ^i^ 
18, in fact, but a fraction, an^, Vo. Ta»%\. ^'5^'5^^'» 
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but a very small fraction of the good or evil 
that flows out of their lives. Nay, I will even 
go farther. How many persons do you meet, 
the insensible influences of whose manners 
and characters is so decided, as often to thwart 
their voluntary influence; so that whatever 
they attempt to do, in the way of controlling 
others, they are sure to carry the exact oppo- 
site of what they intend ! And it will gene- 
rally be found, that where men undertake by 
argument or persuasion to exert a power, in 
the face of qualities that make them odious or 
detestable, or only not entitled to respect, their 
insensible influence will be too strong for them. 
In all such cases the voluntary influence of 
men will not even compose a fraction, how- 
ever small, of what they do. 

I call your attention, next, to the twofold 
powers of eflect and expression by which man 
is connected with his fellow-man. If we dis- 
tinguish man as a creature of language, and 
thus qualifled to communicate himself to 
others, there are in him two sets or kinds of 
language ; one which is voluntary in the use, 
And one that is involuntary — tliat oi «^ee^m 
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the literal sense ; and that expression of the 
eye, the face, the look, the gait, the motion, 
the tone or cadence, which is sometimes called 
the natural language of the sentiments. This 
natural language, too, is greatly enlarged by 
the conduct of life, that which, in business 
and society, reveals the principles and spirit of 
men. Speech, or voluntary language, is a 
door to the soul that we may open or shut at 
will; the other is a door that stands open 
evermore, and reveals to others constantly, 
and often very clearly, the tempers, tastes, 
and wishes of their hearts. Within, as we 
may represent, is character, charging the com- 
mon reservoir of influence, and through these 
twofold gates of the soul pouring itself out on 
the world. Out of one it flows at choice, and 
whensoever we purpose to do good or evil to 
men. Out of the other it flows each moment, 
as light from the sun, and propagates itself in 
all beholders. 

Then if we go Over to others, that is, to the 
subjects of influence, we And every man en- 
dowed with two inlets of im^te^%\QkTL% *^cia ^"es. 
and the understaiidiixg iox Vltia x^c.«^*^^^ '^^ 
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speech, and the sympathetic powers, the sen- 
sibilities or affections, for tinder to those sparks 
of emotion reyealed by looks, tones, manners, 
and general conduct. And these sympathetic 
powers, though not immediately rational, are 
yet inlets, open on all sides to the understand- 
ing and character. They have a certain won- 
derful capacity to receive impressions, and 
catch the meaning of signs, and propagate in 
us whatsoever falls into their passive moulds 
from others. The impressions they receive 
do not come through verbal propositions, and 
are never received into verbal proposition, it 
may be, in the mind, and therefore many think 
nothing of them. But precisely on this ac- 
count are they the more powerful, because it 
is as if one heart were thus going directly 
into another, and carrying in its feelings with 
it. Beholding, as in a glass, the feelings of 
our neighbour, we are changed into the same 
image by the assimilating power of sensibility 
and fellow feeling. Many have gone so far, 
and not without show, at least, of reason, as 
to maintain that the look or expression, and 
even the very features of childxen., 20^ o^u 
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changed by exclusive intercouiee with nnrseB 
and attendants. Fuitheimore, if we caiefiilly 
consider we shall find it scarcely possible to 
doubt, tbat simply to look on bad and malig- 
nant faces, or those whose expression has be- 
come infected by vice, to be with them and 
become familiarized to them, ia enough per- 
manently to affect the character of persons of 
mature age. I do not say that it must of ne- 
cessity subvert their chatacter, for -t^e evil 
looked upon may never be loved or welcomed 
in practice ; but it is something to have tiiese 
bad images in the soul, giving out their ex- 
pression there, and diffusing their odour among 
the thoughts as long as we live. How dan. 
gerous a thing is it, for example, for a man to 
become accustomed to sights of cruelties ! 
What man, valuing the honour of his soul, 
would not shrink &om yielding himself to 
such an influence } No more is it a tiling of 
indifference to become accustomed to look on 
the manners, and receive the guilty expression 
of any kind of sin. 

The door of involuntary cam.iicsavcn^iisa.A 
bare mid, is always open. Ol co-oaa^"*** *^ 
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communicating ourselyes in this way to others, 
at every moment of our intercourse or pre- 
sence with them. But how very seldom, in 
comparison, do we undertake, by means of 
speech, to influence others ! Even the best 
Christian, one who most improves his oppor- 
tunities to do good, attempts but seldom to 
sway another by voluntary influence, whereas 
he is all the while shining as a luminous ob- 
ject, ^awares, and communicating of bis 
heart to the world. 

. But there is yet another view of this double 
line of commimication which man has with 
his fellow-men, which is more general, and 
displays the import of the truth yet more con- 
vincingly. It is by one of these modes of 
communication that we are constituted mem- 
bers of voluntary society ; and, by the others, 
parts of a general mass, or members of volun- 
tary society. You are all, in a certain view, 
individuals, and separate as persons from each 
other. You are also, in a certain other view, 
parts of a common body, as truly as the parts 
of a stone. Thus, if you ask how it is that 
j^ou and all men came, without -jout toG&«ii\>, 
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to exist in society, to be within its power, to 
be under its laws ; the answer is, that while 
you are a man you are also a fractional element 
of a larger and more comprehensive being, 
called society — ^be it the family, the church, 
the state. In a certain department of your 
nature it is open ; its sympathies and feelings 
are open. On this open side you all adhere 
together as parts of a larger nature, in which 
there is a common circulation of want, im- 
pulse, and law. Being thus made common to 
each other involimtary, you become one mass, 
one consolidated social body, animated by one 
life. And observe how far this involuntary 
communication and sympathy, between the 
members of a state or family, is sovereign 
over their character. It always results in 
what men call the national or family spirit ; 
for there is a spirit peculiar to every state and 
family in the world. Sometimes, too, this na- 
tional or family spirit takes a religious or an 
irreligious character, and appears to absorb 
the religious self-government of the individual. 
What was the national spirit oi YTajossfc^ ^sst 
example, at a certain time, Wt ^ «^\3c^5^ ^'^ '^^ 
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fidelity. What is the religious spirit of Spain 
at this moment but a spirit of bigotry, quite 
as wide of Christianity and destructive to 
character as the spirit of falsehood? What 
is the family spirit, in many a house, but the 
spirit of gain, or pleasure, or appetite, in 
which everything that is warm, genial, digni- 
fied, and good in religion, is visibly absent ? 
Sometimes you will almost fancy that you see 
the shapes of money in the eyes of the chil- 
dren. So it is that we are led on by nations, 
as it were, to a good or bad immorality. Far 
down, in the secret foundations of life and so- 
ciety, there lie concealed great laws and chan- 
nels of influence, which make the race common 
to each other in all the main departments 
or divisions of the social mass — laws which 
often escape our notice altogether, but which 
are to society as gravity to the general system 
of God's works. 

But these are general considerations, and 
more fit, perhaps, to give you a rational con- 
ception of the modes of influence and their 
relative power, than to verify that conception, 
or establish its truth. I now proceed \.o ^^'^^ 
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therefore, some miscellaneous proofs of a more 
particular nature. 

And I mention, first of all, the instinct of 
imitation in children. We begin our mortal 
experience, not with acts grounded in judg- 
ment or reason, or with ideas received through 
language, but by simple imitation ; and, under 
the guidance of this, we lay our foundations. 
The child looks and listens, and whatsoever 
tone of feeling or manner of conduct is dis- 
played around him, sinks into his plastic, 
passive soul, and becomes a mould of his 
being ever after. The very handling of the 
nursery is significant, and the petulance, the 
passion, the gentleness, the tranquillity indi- 
cated by it, are all produced in the child. His 
soul is of a purely receptive nature, and that, 
for a considerable period, without choice or 
selection. A little further on he begins vo- 
luntarily to copy everything he sees. Voice, 
manner, gait, everything which the eye sees, 
the mimic instinct delights to act over. And 
thus we have a whole generation of future men, 
receiving from us their very be^vi^x^^ "sssSi^ 
the deepest impidses oi \\ie\x'^^^sx^*^5$ssas2Ft- 
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tality. They watch us every moment, in the 
family, before the hearth, and at the table ; 
and when we are meaning them no good or 
evil, when we are conscious of exerting no in- 
fluence over them, they are drawing from us 
impressions and moulds of habit, which, if 
wrong, no patience of discipline can wholly 
remove ; or, if right, no future exposure 
utterly dissipate. Now, it may be doubted, I 
think, whether, in all the active influence of 
our lives, we do as much to shape the destiny of 
our fellow-men, as we do in this single article 
of unconscious influence over children. 

Still further on, respect for others takes the 
place of imitation. We naturally desire the 
approbation or good opinion of others. You 
see the strength of this feeling in the article 
of fashion. How few persons have the nerve 
to resist a fashion ! We have fashions, too, 
in literature, and in worship, and in moral 
and religious doctrine almost equally powerful. 
How many will violate the best rules of 
society, because it is the practice of their 
circle ! How many reject Christ, because of 
Aendsf or acquaintance y who have no sxis^icvotl 
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of the influence they exert, and will not have, 
till the last day shows them what they have 
done ! Every good man has thus a power in 
his person, more mighty than his words and 
arguments, and which others feel when little 
he suspects it. Every bad man has a fund of 
poison in his character which is tainting those 
around him, when it is not in his thoughts to 
do them an injury. He is read and under- 
stood. His sensual tastes and habits, his un- 
believing spirit, his suppressed jeer at religion, 
have all a power, and take hold of the hearts 
of others, whether he will have it so or not. 

Again, how well understood is it that the 
most active feelings and impulses of mankind 
are contagious ! How quick enthusiasm of 
any sort is to kindle, and how rapidly it 
catches from one to another till a nation 
blazes with the flame ! In the case of the 
crusades you have an example, where the 
personal enthusiasm of one man put all the 
states of Europe in motion. Fanaticism is 
almost equally contagious. Fear and super- 
stition always infect the mind of tha <s.vy5J«i Scs^. 
which they are manifested.. 1\kfe «^vl^ ^1^«t 
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generally becomes an epidemic of madness, 
when once it has got possession of a few 
minds. The spirit of party is propagated in 
a similar manner. How any slight operation 
in the market may spread, like a £re, if suc- 
cessful, till trade runs wild in a general in- 
fatuation, is well known. Now, in all these 
examples, the effect is produced, not by active 
endeayour to carry influence, but mostly by 
that insensible propagation which follows, 
when a flame of any kind is once kindled. 

Is it also true, you may ask, that the religi- 
ous spirit propagates itself, or tends to propa- 
gate itself in the same way ? I see no reason 
to question that it does. Nor does anything 
in the doctrine of spiritual influences, when 
rightly understood, forbid the supposition ; for 
spiritual influences are never separated from 
the laws of thought in the individual, and the 
laws of feeling and influence in society. If, too, 
every disciple is to be an " epistle known and 
read of all men," what shall we expect, but 
that all men will be somehow affected by the 
reading } Or, if he is to be a light in the 
frarJdy what shall we look for, but tiiat o^^xa. 
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seeing his good works, shall glorify God on 
his account ? How often is seen, too, as a fact 
of observation, that one or a few good men 
kindle at length a holy £re in the community 
in which they live, and become the leaven of a 
general reformation ! Such men give a more 
vivid proof in their persons of the reality of 
religious faith, than any words or arguments 
could yield. They are active ; they endea- 
vour, of course, to exert a good voluntary in- 
fluence ; but still their chief power lies in 
their holiness, and the sense they produce in 
others of their close relation to God. 

It now remains to exhibit the very impor* 
tant fact, that where the direct or active in- 
fluence of men is supposed to be great, even 
this is due in a principal degree to that in- 
sensible influence by which their arguments, 
reproofs, and persuasions are secretly invigo- 
rated. It is not mere words that turn men ; 
it is the heart mounting imcalled into the 
expression of the features ; it is the eye illu- 
minated by reason, the look beaming with 
goodness. It is the tone of the \ovcsft! — -^kisi^ 
instrument of the soul — ^N<Ai\c^i Oasskj^gjse^ ^s^is^ 
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lity with such amazing facility, and gives out, 
in the soft, the tender, the tremulous, the 
firm, every shade of emotion and character : 
and so much is there in this, that the moral 
stature and character of the man that speaks, 
are likely to be vtrell represented in his manner. 
If he is a stranger, his way will inspire con- 
fidence and attract goodwill. His virtues will 
be seen, as it were, gathering round him, to 
minister words and forms of thought; and 
their voices will be heard in the fall of his 
cadence. And the same is true of bad men, 
or men who have nothing in their character 
corresponding to what they attempt to do. If 
without heart or interest you attempt to move 
another, the involuntary man tells what you 
are doing, in a huindred ways at once. A 
hypocrite endeavouring to exert a great influ- 
ence, only tries to convey by words what the 
lying look, and the faithless aflectation, and a 
dry exaggeration of his manner, perpetually re- 
sist. We have it for a fashion, to attribute 
great or even prodigious results to the volun- 
tary efforts and labours of men. Whatever 
tliejr effect, is commonly referred to noXhVxv^ 
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but the immediate power of what they do. 
Let us take an example, like that of Paul, and 
analyze it. Paul was a man of great fervour 
and enthusiasm. He combined, withal, more 
of what is lofty and moirally commanding in 
his character, than most of the very distin- 
guished men in the world. Having this for 
his natural character, and his natural character 
exalted and made luminous by Christian faith 
and the manifest indwelling of God, he had 
of course an almost superhuman sway over 
others. Doubtless he was intelligent, strong 
in argument, eloquent, active, to the very ut- 
most of his powers ; but still he moved the 
world more by what he was than by what he 
did. The grandeur and spiritual splendour 
of his character were ever adding to his active 
e£fbrts an element of silent power, which was 
the real and chief cause of their efficacy. He 
convinced, subdued, inspired, and led, because 
of the half divine authority which appeared 
in his conduct and his glowing spirit. He 
" fought the good fight," because ** he kept 
the faith,*' and filled his po^ettoiTL^Nsafc^^J^ 
indnencea drawn from liigYier yjoA^^. 
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And here I must conduct you to a yet higher 
example, even that of the Son of CKkL, " the 
light of the world." Men dislike to be swayed 
by direct voluntary influence. They are j ealous 
of such control, and are therefore best ap- 
proached by conduct and feeling, and the au- 
thority of simple worth, which seem to make 
no purposed onset. If goodness appears, they 
welcome its celestial smile ; if heaven de- 
scends to encircle them, they yield to its 
sweetness ; if truth appears in the life, they 
honour it with a secret homage ; if personal 
majesty and glory appear, they bow with re- 
verence, and acknowledge with shame their 
own vHeness. Now, it is on this side of hu- 
man nature that Christ visits us, preparing 
just that kind of influence which the Spirit of 
Truth may wield with the most persuasive and 
subduing eflect. It is the grandeur of his 
character which constitutes the chief power of 
his ministry, not his miracles or teachings 
apart from his character. Miracles were use- 
ful at the time to arrest attention; and his 
doctrine is useful at all times as the highest 
revelation of truth possible in epeec^Yk. •. \5iV3A. VJaa 
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greatest truth of the Gospel, notwithstanding, 
is Christ himself — a human body became the 
organ of the Divine nature, and revealing, 
under the conditions of an earthly life, the 
glory of God ! The scripture writers have 
much to say in this connexion of the image of 
God ; and an image, you know, is that which 
simply represents, not that which acts, or rea- 
sons, or persuades. Now it is this image of 
God which makes the centre — ^the sun itself — 
of the Gospel. The joumeyings, teachings, 
miracles, and sufferings of Christ, all had their 
use in bringing out this image, or, what is the 
same, in making conspicuous the character 
and feelings of God, both towards sinners and 
towards sin. And here is the power of Christ. 
It is what of God's beauty, love, truth, and 
justice shines through him. It is the influ- 
ence which flows imconsciously and spon- 
taneously out of Christ, as the friend of man, 
" the light of the world,'' « the glory of the 
Father" made visible. And some have gone* 
so far as to conjecture that God made the 
human person originally with a view tA v<a. 
hecommg the organ ot '^«i\^'5^'& Vj -sf^fi^sSo.^^ 
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might reveal his communicable attributes to 
other worlds. Christ, they believe, came to 
inhabit this organ, that he might execute a 
purpose so sublime. The human person is 
constituted, they say, to be a mirror of God ; 
and God, being imaged in that mirror, as in 
Christ, is held up to the view of this and other 
worlds. It certainly is to the view of this ; 
and if the divine nature can use this organ so 
effectively to express itself unto us — if it can 
bring itself through the looks, tones, motions, 
and conduct of a human person, more close to 
our sympathies than by any other means, how 
can we think that an organ so communicative, 
inhabited by us, is not always breathing our 
spirit and transferring our image insensibly 
to others ? 

I have protracted the argument on this sub- 
ject beyond what I could have wished, but I 
cannot dismiss it without suggesting a few 
thoughts necessary to its complete practical 
effect. 

One very obvious and serious inference from 

It, and the Brst which I will name, is that it is 

impoasihle to live in this world and e^e^^^ tq- 
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sponsibility. It is not they alone (as you have 
seen) irho are trying purposely to convert or 
corrupt others, who exert an influence. You 
cannot live without exerting influence. The 
doors of your soul are open on others, and 
theirs on you. You inhabit a house which is 
well-nigh transparent ; and what you are 
within you are ever showing yourself to be 
without, by signs that have no ambiguous ex- 
pression. If you had the seeds of a pestilence 
in your body, you would not have a more ac- 
tive contagion than you have in your tempers, 
tastes, and principles. Simply to be, in this 
world, whatever you are, is to exert an influ- 
ence—an influence, too, compared with which 
mere language and persuasion are feeble. You 
say that you mean well ; at least you think you 
mean to injure no one. Do you injure no 
one ? Is your example harmless ? Is it ever 
on the side of God and duty ? You cannot 
reasonably doubt that others are continually 
receiving impressions from your character. As 
little can you doubt that you must answer for 
these impressions. If the influence ^q>3l e^<57d» 
is unconsciously exerted, t^vexi as V^. ^'sii.'^ *^^ 
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most sincere, the truest impression of your 
character. And for what can you be held re- 
sponsible, if not for this? Do not deceive 
yourselves in the thought that you are, at 
least, doing no injury, and are therefore living 
without responsibility ; first make it sure that 
you are not every hour infusing moral death 
insensibly into your children, wives, husbands, 
friends, and acquaintances. By a mere look 
or glance, not unlikely, you are conveying the 
influence that shall turn the scale of some 
one's immortality. Dismiss, therefore, the 
thought that you are living without responsi- 
bility ; that is impossible. Better is it frankly 
to admit the truth ; and, if you will risk the 
influence of a character unsanctified by duty 
and religion, prepare to meet your reckoning 
manfully, and '* receive the just recompense 
of reward." 

The true philosophy or method of doing 
good is also here explained. It is, first of all 
and principally, to be good — to have a cha- 
racter that will of itself commimicate good. 
There must and will be active effort where 
there is goodness of principle •, "bxjA. ^^I'e X-aXXet 



we should hold to be the principal thing, the 
root and life of all. Whether it is a mistake 
more sad or more ridiculous, to make mere stir 
synonymous with doing good, we need not in- 
quire ; enough to be sure that one who has 
taken up such a notion of doing good, is, for 
that reason, a nuisance to the Church. The 
Christian is called a '* light," not lightning. 
In order to act with effect on others he must 
walk in the Spirit, and thus become the image 
of goodness : he must be so akin to God, and 
so filled with his dispositions, that he shall 
seem to surround himself with a hallowed at- 
mosphere. It is folly to endeavour to make 
ourselves shine before we are luminous. If 
the sun without his beams should talk to the 
planets, and argue with them till the final day9 
it would not make them shine ; there must be 
light in the sun itself, and then they will shine 
of course. And this, my brethren, is what 
God intends for you aU. It is the great 
idea of his Gospel, and the work of his Spirit, 
to make you "lights in the world.'* His 
greatest joy is to give you character, to beau- 
tify jour example, to exeiXV, ^wsx ^tvw»:$^'^^- 
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and make you each the depositary of his own 
almighty grace. But in order to this, some- 
thing is necessary on your part— a full sur- 
render of your mind to duty and to God, and 
a perpetual desire of this spiritual intimacy : 
having this, having a participation thus of the 
goodness of God, you will as naturally com- 
municate good as the sun communicates his 
beams. 

Our doctrine of unconscious and undesign- 
ing influence shows how it is, also, that the 
preaching of Christ is often so unfruitful, and 
especially in times of spiritual coldness. It 
is not because truth ceases to be truth, nor, of 
necessity, because it is preached in a less vivid 
manner ; but it is because there are so many 
influences preaching against the preacher. 
He is one, the people are many ; his attempts 
to convince and persuade are a voluntary in- 
fluence ; their lives on the other hand, and 
especially the lives of those who profess what 
is better, are so many imconscious influences, 
ever streaming forth upon the people, and 
back and forth, between each other. He 
preaches the truth, and they, mt\iotiB ccraawiX., 
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are preaching the truth down ; and how can 
he prevail ag^nst so many, and by a kind of 
influence so unequal? When the people of 
Ood are glowing with spiritual devotion to 
him, and love to men, the case ia different ; 
then they are all preaching with the preacher, 
and making an atmoBphere of warmth for his 
words to fall into. " Great is the company of 
them that publish" the truth, and proportion- 
ably great its power. Shall I say more ? Have 
yon not already felt, my brethren, the applica- 
tion to which I would bring you ? We do not 
exonerate oursehes; we do not claim to be 
nearer to God, or holier than you; but, ah! 
you know not how easy it is to make a winter 
about ns, or how cold it feels ! Our endea- 
vour ia to preach the truth of Christ and bis 
cross as clearly and as forcibly as we can. 
Sometimes it has a visible effect, and we are 
filled with Joy ; sometimes it has no efiect, and 
then we straggle on, as we must, but under 
great oppression. Have we none among you, 
that preach against ua in your lives ? If we 
show you the light of God's truth, does it 
never AJJ upon banks oi Vcfe, iri^a!2Q.'"-S- "^sa 



34 

light shines through the crystal masses are yet 
as cold as before ? We do not accuse you — 
that we leave to God, and to those who may 
rise up in the last day to testify against you. 
If they shall come out of your own families ; 
if they are the children that wear your names, 
the husband or wife of your affections ; if 
they declare that you, by your example, kept 
them away from Christ's truth and mercy, we 
may have accusations to meet of our own, and 
we leave you to acquit yourselves as best you 
may. I only warn you here of the guilt 
which our Lord Jesus Christ will impute to 
them that hinder his gospel. 
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